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Scope  

This guide covers literature pertaining to the study of music.  The guide covers general resources in music 
as well as specialized resources devoted to music and music scholarship.  Finally, this guide only lists 
resources available at the Robert W. Woodruff Library.  For information resources available outside of the 
library, please consult the Music Librarian.  

Table of Contents  

1. Handbooks and Research Guides/ Catalogs  5.  Catalogs/Discographies 
2. Encyclopedia and Dictionaries    6. Electronic Resources 
3. Bio-bibliographies     7. Websites 
4. Indexes/Abstracts/ Bibliographies   8. Library of Congress Classification 

 
Music- General Sources  

1. Handbooks and Research Guides- Music (General)  
 

Music Reference and Research Materials  
Location: MAIN STACKS ML113 .D83 1997  

A Handbook of Music and Music Literature in Sets and Series  
Location: REFERENCE ML113 .C45  

Historical Sets, Collected Editions, and Monuments of Music: a Guide to Their Contents  
Location: REFERENCE ML113 .H52 1980  

Library Research Guide to Music: Illustrated Search Strategy and Sources  
Location: REFERENCE ML111 .D78 1982  

Music: a Guide to the Reference Literature  
Location: REFERENCE ML113 .B85 1987  

Music Analyses: an Annotated Guide to the Literature  
Location: MAIN STACKS ML128.A7 D5 1991  

Reader's Guide to Music: History, Theory, and Criticism  
Location: REFERENCE ML160 .R42 1999  

Sourcebook for Research in Music  
Location: REFERENCE ML113 .C68 1993  

The New Oxford Companion to Music  
Location: REFERENCE ML100 .N5 1983  

2. Encyclopedias and Dictionaries- Music (General) 
 

New Oxford History of Music  
Location: MAIN STACKS ML160 .N44  
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Encyclopedias and Dictionaries- Music (General)  
 

The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians  
Location: REFERENCE ML100 .N48 2001  

The New Harvard Dictionary of Music  
Location: REFERENCE ML100 .N485 1986  

The Oxford Dictionary of Music  
Location: REFERENCE ML100 .K35 1994  

The Norton/Grove Concise Encyclopedia of Music  
Location: REFERENCE ML100 .N88 1988  

The Dictionary of Composers and Their Music: a Listener's Companion  
Location: REFERENCE ML113 .G4 1986  

A Dictionary of Musical Themes  
Location: REFERENCE ML128.I65 B3 197  

A Dictionary of Early Music: from the Troubadours to Monteverdi  
Location: REFERENCE ML100 .R695  

Real-Lexikon der Musikinstrumente  

Location: MAIN STACKS ML102.I5 S2 1964  

3. Bio-Bibliographies- Music (General)  
 

Baker's Biographical Dictionary of Musicians  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .B16 2001  

Contemporary Composers  
Location: MAIN STACKS ML105 .C75 1992  

Index to Biographies of Contemporary Composers  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .B9  

The Norton/Grove Dictionary of Women Composers  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .N38 1995  

International Encyclopedia of Women Composers  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .C7 1987  

Women in Music: an Encyclopedic Bibliography  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .H6 1993  

Biographical Dictionary of Afro-American and African Musicians  
Location: AFRICAN AMERICAN COL ML105 .S67 1982  

The Harvard Biographical Dictionary of Music  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .H38 1996  

International Who's Who in Music and Musicians' Directory  
Location: REFERENCE ML105 .I54  

4. Indexes/Abstracts/Bibliographies- Music (General)  
 

Hymns and Tunes: an Index  
Location: REFERENCE BV305 .D5 1966  

Schirmer's Guide to Books on Music and Musicians: a Practical Bibliography  
Location: MAIN STACKS ML113 .D3  

5. Catalogs/Discographies- Music (General)  
 

Thematic Catalogues in Music  

Location: REFERENCE ML113 .B86 1997  
The Da Capo Catalog of Classical Music Compositions  

Location: REFERENCE ML113 .C59 1996  
Music in Harvard Libraries: a Catalogue of Early Printed Music and Books on Music  

Location: REFERENCE ML136.C23 H33  
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6. Electronic Resources- Music (General)  
 

RILM (Database)  
Accessed through the “Electronic Resources” section of the library’s homepage www.auctr.edu 

 
Arts and Humanities Search  Available online through the library’s homepage www.auctr.edu. This database is 

accessed through GALILEO.  To access the GALILEO database system, go to the Robert W. Woodruff 
Library homepage and click on the “GALILEO” menu choice.  This will take you to the GALILEO 
homepage.  Next, enter “Arts and Humanities Search” in the database search engine. 

  
Classical Music Library (Database)  

Accessed through the “Electronic Resources” section of the library’s homepage www.auctr.edu. 

7. Websites- Music (General)  
 

RISM  
http://www.rism.harvard.edu/rism/DB.html  

Doctoral Dissertations in Musicology Online  

http://www.music.indiana.edu/ddm/  
William and Gayle Cook Music Library (University of Indiana)  

http://www.music.indiana.edu/reference/  

8. Library of Congress Classification  

 
The following LC classification schedule, the M Class, provides an organizational scheme for materials related to 
music.  Music literature materials are found in the ML subclass.  Materials related to conducting, composition, and 
improvisations are found in the MT subclass. 
  
M-MT schedules  
M 1-5000  Music-compositions  
M 1-3   Music compositions-general  
M 5-1490  Instrumental music  
M 1495-5000  Vocal music  
ML 1-3930  Literature on music  
ML 1-33  Literature on music-general  
ML 35-38  Music festivals/congresses  
ML 40-46  Music programs  
ML 48-54  Librettos  
ML 55-97  Special works on music  
ML 100-109  Music dictionaries/encyclopedias  
ML 110-158  Music bib/discography  
ML 159-3799  Music history/criticism  
ML 159-360  Music history/criticism-general  
ML 385-429  Music history/criticism-biography  
ML 430-458  Music history/criticism-composition  
ML 459-1380  Instrumental music-history/criticism  
ML 1400-3275  Vocal music-history/criticism  
ML 3300-3354  Program music-history/criticism  
ML 3400-3465  Dance music-history/criticism  
ML 3469-3541  Pop music-history/criticism  
ML 3544-3776  National music-history/criticism  
ML 3780-3799  Music-special topics  
ML 3800-3923  Phil/physics music  
ML 3928-3930  Music lit for children  
MT 1-960  Music instruction/study  
MT 1-38  Musical instruction-general  
MT 40-67  Musical composition  
MT 68   Musical improvisation  
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MT 70-86  Orchestration/conducting  
MT 90-146  Music-analytical guides  
MT 170-810  Instrumental techniques  
MT 820-949  Singing & voice culture  
MT 955-960  Music-ballet/opera/etc.   
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